


MCT1 is a premium Australian macadamia variety, protected under the Plant Breeders’ Rights 
Act, and owned by Wild Macadamia Conservation Ltd (WMC). In Africa, it is managed by TopNut.

Developed from a seedling progeny trial in 1982, this hybrid cultivar (7/8 macadamia integrifolia 
and 1/8 macadamia tetraphylla) was tested in the Gympie and Bundaberg regions of Australia. 
Released for commercial planting in 2017 after 20 years of high productivity, MCT1 has become 
an industry standard with over 1 million trees established in Australia and is celebrated for its 
consistent and exceptional performance.

While South African data remains region-specific, early results show MCT1 outyields industry-
standard cultivars and offers comparable or superior kernel recovery rates. These results position 
MCT1 as a top choice for new macadamia orchards.

Summary

•	 Precocious variety with commercial yields from year 3 to 4.
•	 Consistent high production, out-yielding industry standard cultivars.
•	 High kernel recovery of between 40% - 50%.
•	 Combines high in-shell yield with high total kernel recovery.
•	 Yields higher than Beaumont, with kernel recovery similar to A4.

MCT1
Factsheet

Yield & quality:

Figure 1 and Table 1 from the SAMAC Empangeni trial site in South Africa, highlight the 
superior performance of MCT1, with Figure 1 showing high yields per tree (kg DNIS) and 
Table 1 demonstrating excellent total kernel recovery percentage, whole nut percentage and 
kernel mass.

Table 1. Total kernel recovery percentage, whole nut percentage and kernel mass from nuts harvested from 
the SAMAC Empangeni trial site.

Cultivar Tree age
Total Kernel 
recovery %

Whole nut % Kernel mass (g)

BMT 7,5 36% 36% 2

MCT1 7,5 48% 63% 3,4

A4 7,5 49% 67% 3,5

816 7,5 50% 73% 3,3

Figure 1. Yield per tree (kg DNIS) for the SAMAC Empangeni trial site.
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